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Freight demand will outpace regional growth through 2050

2050 GROWTH OUTLOOK

39% freight tonnage

19 million → 27 million tons

68% freight value

$15 billion → $25 billion

774K → 1.05M population

Transportation and warehousing employment is projected at 
approximately 28,000 workers.



Trucks carry nearly all regional freight

99%  of tonnage

92%  of value

Truck network performance drives 
freight performance.

Source: Transearch, 2019–2040



A handful of corridors carry most freight traffic

CORE FREIGHT CORRIDORS

I-25 4,400–12,200 trucks/day

Powers Boulevard up to 4,400 trucks/day

US 24 primary east–west route

US 285 critical mountain corridor

Most regional truck traffic is concentrated on a few 
major corridors. That improves efficiency, but 
leaves limited rerouting options when a corridor is 
disrupted.



Freight activity clusters around I-25 and emerging hubs

I-25 anchors freight activity; the airport/Peak Innovation Park area is emerging, while the Garden of the Gods Road 
corridor remains an established freight generator.

Regional truck trip patterns Major freight activity centers



Truck crashes are rare—but disproportionately severe

<4% of all crashes

>7% of all fatalities

SHARE OF TRUCK CRASHES

I-25 49%

US 24 19%

SH 21 10%

US 285 7%

US 285 recorded 7 truck-related fatalities from 2015–
2022 despite lower truck volumes.

Josh Squires  |  jsquires@ppacg.org



Stakeholders agree on four freight priorities

Safety

Truck parking
Chaining stations
Rail crossings

Economic development

Peak Innovation Park
Rail Park
Warehousing growth

Resilience

Route redundancy
Communication systems
Rail capacity

Military

Installation access
Mobility
Freight routing



Southern Colorado Rail Park is the region’s biggest freight opportunity

FIGURE 4.1 SOUTHERN COLORADO RAIL PARK

OPPORTUNITY AT SCALE

3,000+ acres

Dual Class I rail access

20-year phased buildout

Supports Fort Carson resiliency

Creates multimodal transload capability

No comparable public transload facility between Denver 
and Pueblo



The rail park links economic, freight and military value

THREE REINFORCING BENEFITS

Economic development

Industrial recruitment

Freight

Truck-to-rail transload

Military

Fort Carson resiliency

The project could fundamentally change the role of rail freight in Southern Colorado.



Priority investments strengthen corridors, connectors and resilience

Freight corridors

US 24 · CO 94 · I-25 · Powers 
Boulevard

Freight connectors

Bradley Road · Curtis Road · Blaney 
Road · Woodmen Road

Resiliency

South Powers Extension · 
Briargate/Stapleton Loop · Highway 
105 improvements



The vision network connects today’s system to future hubs

VISION

A connected 
network of 
regional 
corridors and 
freight hubs.

A single system 
view makes 
priorities and 
dependencies 
visible.



Four freight goals connect strategy to measurable 
performance

18
  objectives

Each objective is paired with a practical performance measure.

Safety 5 objectives

Reduce roadway, truck-parking and crossing risk

Economic Development 6 objectives

Grow businesses, workforce and rail assets

Resilience 4 objectives

Improve reliability, parking and route alternatives

Military Mobility 3 objectives

Coordinate and maintain military routes



Thank you
Questions & discussion

Josh Squires |Jsquires@ppacg.org
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